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Pivotal Points 



The Preacher 

• Matt. 13:1  That day Jesus went out of the 
house and was sitting by the sea.  2 And large 
crowds gathered to Him, so He got into a boat 
and sat down, and the whole crowd was 
standing on the beach. 3   And He spoke many 
things to them in parables, saying… 

Cf. Mark 4, Luke 8 



• Verbal Messages 

• Visual Messages 

• Simulated Experiences 

• Real-life Experiences 

• Socratic Method 

• Word Pictures 

• Parables 





Parables 

• Neil Lightfoot states that parables make up 
over one-third of Jesus Recorded teachings (1).  

• Jess Hall, Jr. would put the percentage at 75% 
and adds that parables make up 52% of the 
Gospel of Luke alone (Hall, “Illustrating...”).  

• Parabole is found 48 times in Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke 



Parables 

• Parabole - Literally means “a throwing alongside” 
and “signifies a placing of two or more objects 
together, usually for the purpose of a comparison” 
(ISBE).  

• John never uses this term. He uses paroimia: “A 
saying out of the usual course or deviating from 
the usual manner of speaking, a current or trite 
saying, a proverb; any dark saying which shadows 
forth some didactic truth” (Thayer).  



Parables 

• 1.  There are TRUE PARABLES such as (Lk 
10). These are parables that have the “classic” characteristics of a 
parable. They are stories with a beginning, an end, and a plot.  

•  2.  There are SIMILITUDES such as (Lk. 13). 
These parables take normal everyday occurrences (sowing, 
mustard seeds etc.) and use them to illustrate a point.  

•  3.  There are also METAPHORS and SIMILES such as 
 (Mtt. 5.13). There are subtle differences between 

these and similitudes (especially in the purpose of their telling).  
•  4.  There are also EPIGRAMS such 

(Mtt. 7.16). These are satirical 
and often witty sayings which prove a point and inspire thought.  

•  5.  There are some parables that have allegorical features, such 
as (Mk 12; Mt 21; Lk 20). Do not let this draw 
you into the trap of allegorizing every part of a parable (Fee 125).  
 



Principles for Pondering Parables 

• Core Idea: Generally one or two key ideas 

• Circumstances that led to the parable 

• Comments by Jesus before or after the parable 



Purpose: Clarification 



Purpose: Confusion 



PURPOSE 

• 9  His disciples began questioning Him 

as to  10 And 

He said, " To you it has been granted to 

know the mysteries of the kingdom of 

God, but to the rest it is in parables, so 

that  SEEING THEY MAY NOT SEE, AND 

HEARING THEY MAY NOT UNDERSTAND. 

• Luke 8:9-10 (NASB) 





LESSONS TO LEARN 



 


