
1. 

Holy words long preserved for our walk in this world; 

They resound with God's own heart,  

O, let the ancient words impart; 

Words of life, words of hope, give us strength, help us cope; 

In this world wherever we roam, ancient words will guide us home. 
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Ancient words, ever true, changing me, and changing you; 

We have come with open hearts, O, let the ancient words impart. 
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2. 

Holy words of our faith handed down to this age, 

Came to us thru sacrifice; 

O, heed the faithful words of Christ; 

Holy words long preserved for our walk in this world; 

They resound with God's own heart; 

O, let the ancient words impart. 
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1 Listen, O my people, to my instruction; Incline 

your ears to the words of my mouth. 2 I will 

open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark 

sayings of old, 3 Which we have heard and 

known, And our fathers have told us. 4 We will 

not conceal them from their children, But tell to 

the generation to come the praises of the LORD, 

And His strength and His wondrous works that 

He has done.  

Psalm 78:1-7 



5 For He established a testimony in Jacob and 

appointed a law in Israel, which He 

commanded our fathers that they should teach 

them to their children, 6 that the generation to 

come might know, even the children yet to be 

born, that they may arise and tell them to their 

children, 7 that they should put their confidence 

in God and not forget the works of God, but 

keep His commandments 

Psalm 78:1-7 



The Past Is Important.  



The past can teach us;        

we don’t know it all.  

The Past Is Important.  



“I don’t know. I am really good at 

a lot of things. I am also really 

interested in a lot of things. I’m 

thinking of starting a college. I feel 

I have a lot to teach others about 

many subjects.”  

 

- A 17 year old, interviewed by 

David Kinnaman in You Lost Me 



The past can teach us;        

we don’t know it all.  

The Past Is Important.  



The past can teach us;        

we don’t know it all.  

The past can remind us;  

we don’t do it all.  

The Past Is Important.  



Deuteronomy 4:9 "Only take heed to 

yourself, and diligently keep yourself, lest 

you forget the things your eyes have 

seen, and lest they depart from your 

heart all the days of your life. And teach 

them to your children and your 

grandchildren,  

The Past Is Important.  



Deuteronomy 6:10 "So it shall be, when the Lord 

your God brings you into the land of which He 

swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob, to give you large and beautiful cities which 

you did not build, 11 houses full of all good things, 

which you did not fill, hewn-out wells which you did 

not dig, vineyards and olive trees which you did not 

plant--when you have eaten and are full-- 12 then 

beware, lest you forget the Lord who brought you 

out of the land of Egypt, from the house of 

bondage. 

The Past Is Important.  



Deuteronomy 8:11 "Beware that you do not forget 

the Lord your God by not keeping His 

commandments, His judgments, and His statutes 

which I command you today, 12 lest--when you have 

eaten and are full, and have built beautiful houses 

and dwell in them; 13 and when your herds and your 

flocks multiply, and your silver and your gold are 

multiplied, and all that you have is 

multiplied; 14 when your heart is lifted up, and you 

forget the Lord your God who brought you out of the    

land of Egypt, from the house of bondage;  

The Past Is Important.  



15 who led you through that great and terrible 

wilderness, in which were fiery serpents and 

scorpions and thirsty land where there was no 

water; who brought water for you out of the flinty 

rock; 16 who fed you in the wilderness with 

manna, which your fathers did not know, that He 

might humble you and that He might test you, to 

do you good in the end - 17 then you say in your 

heart, 'My power and the might of my hand have 

gained me this wealth.' 

The Past Is Important.  



The Future Is Important.  



The Future Is Important.  

Nostalgia can keep us 

from growing.  



The Future Is Important.  

Nostalgia can keep us 

from growing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Future Is Important.  

Nostalgia can keep us 

from growing.  



The Future Is Important.  

Nostalgia can keep us 

from growing.  

Investing in the future 

can keep us focused.  



If we don’t appreciate the past, 
we will be unprepared for the 

future.  



If we don’t invest in others,            
we will be unprepared for the 

future.  
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If we don’t invest in others,            
we will be unprepared for the 

future.  

Am I Growing in Both Directions? 
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