
Bear one another’s 
burdens, and so 
fulfill the law of 

Christ.  

Galatians 6:2 
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Romans 13:1 Let every person be subject 

to the governing authorities. For there is no 

authority except from God, and those that 

exist have been instituted by God. 2 

Therefore whoever resists the authorities 

resists what God has appointed, and those 

who resist will incur judgment. 3 For rulers 

are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad.  



4 Would you have no fear of the one who is 

in authority? Then do what is good, and you 

will receive his approval, for he is God's 

servant for your good. But if you do wrong, 

be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in 

vain. For he is the servant of God, an 

avenger who carries out God's wrath on the 

wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one must be in 



subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath 

but also for the sake of conscience. 6 For 

because of this you also pay taxes, for the 

authorities are ministers of God, attending 

to this very thing.  7 Pay to all what is owed 

to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, 

revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect 

to whom respect is owed, honor to whom 

honor is owed. 



Our culture does not 

promote Christianity.  



Our culture does not 

promote Christianity.  

Neither       

did theirs. 



Roman Christians were 

called to obey God and 

submit to the government. 



1. We are called to obey God 

above all others. 



Acts 4:19-20 –  

But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it 

is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather 

than to God, you must judge, for we cannot but 

speak of what we have seen and heard.” 
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Acts 5:29 –  

“We must obey God rather than men.” 
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above all others. 

2. God established authority. 



John 19:10-11 – So Pilate said to Him, “You do 

not speak to me? Do You not know that I have 

authority to release You, and I have authority to 

crucify You?” Jesus answered, “You would have 

no authority over Me, unless it had been given 

you from above; for this reason he who 

delivered Me to you has the greater sin.” 



Titus 3:1-2 – Remind them to be 

submissive to rulers and authorities, to 

be obedient, to be ready for every good 

work, to speak evil of no one, to avoid 

quarreling, to be gentle, and to show 

perfect courtesy toward all people.  



1 Peter 2:13-17 – 13 Be subject for the Lord's sake 

to every human institution, whether it be to the 

emperor as supreme, 14 or to governors as sent by 

him to punish those who do evil and to praise those 

who do good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by 

doing good you should put to silence the ignorance 

of foolish people. 16 Live as people who are free, 

not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but 

living as servants of God. 17 Honor everyone. Love 

the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. 
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1. We are called to obey God 

above all others. 

2. God established authority. 

3. We obey for the sake of 

God and our conscience. 



Roman Christians were 

called to obey God and 

submit to the government. 

So are we. 



1 Timothy 2:1-2 – First of all, then, I urge 

that entreaties and prayers, petitions and 

thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all 

men, for kings and all who are in authority, 

so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet 

life in all godliness and dignity. 
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submit to the government. 
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