




























37 Now when they heard this they 
were cut to the heart, and said to Peter 
and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, 
what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said 
to them, “Repent and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.  



39 For the promise is for you and for 
your children and for all who are far off, 
everyone whom the Lord our God calls 
to himself.” 40 And with many other 
words he bore witness and continued to 
exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves 
from this crooked generation.” 41 So 
those who received his word were 
baptized, and there were added that day 
about three thousand souls. 





42 And they devoted themselves to 
the apostles' teaching and the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and the prayers. 43 And awe came 
upon every soul, and many wonders 
and signs were being done through the 
apostles. 44 And all who believed were 
together and had all things in 
common. 45 And they were selling 
their possessions and belongings and 



distributing the proceeds to all, as 
any had need. 46 And day by day, 
attending the temple together and 
breaking bread in their homes, 
they received their food with glad 
and generous hearts, 47 praising 
God and having favor with all the 
people.  





And the Lord added to 
their number day by 
day those who were 
being saved. 









6 Now in these days when the disciples 
were increasing in number, a complaint 
by the Hellenists arose against the 
Hebrews because their widows were 
being neglected in the daily 
distribution. 2 And the twelve 
summoned the full number of the 
disciples and said, “It is not right that 
we should give up preaching the word 
of God to serve tables. 



3 Therefore, brothers, pick out 
from among you seven men of 
good repute, full of the Spirit and 
of wisdom, whom we will appoint 
to this duty. 4 But we will devote 
ourselves to prayer and to the 
ministry of the word.” 5 And what 
they said pleased the whole 
gathering 





6 These they set before the apostles, 
and they prayed and laid their hands 
on them. 
 
7 And the word of God continued to 
increase, and the number of the 
disciples multiplied greatly in 
Jerusalem, and a great many of the 
priests became obedient to the faith. 
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Let's be honest. Some people simply 
do not want to serve. They want others 
to do all the work, while they enjoy the 
benefits. People would rather be an 
object of the church's ministry than a 
partner in it. Too many church 
members maintain this me-first 
attitude. 







36 Now there was in Joppa a disciple 
named Tabitha, which, translated, 
means Dorcas. She was full of good 
works and acts of charity. 37 In those 
days she became ill and died, and when 
they had washed her, they laid her in 
an upper room. 38 Since Lydda was 
near Joppa, the disciples, hearing that 
Peter was there, sent two men to him, 
urging him, “Please come to us without 
delay.”  



39 So Peter rose and went with 
them. And when he arrived, they 
took him to the upper room. All 
the widows stood beside him 
weeping and showing tunics and 
other garments that Dorcas made 
while she was with them.  



40 But Peter put them all outside, and 
knelt down and prayed; and turning to 
the body he said, “Tabitha, arise.” And 
she opened her eyes, and when she 
saw Peter she sat up. 41 And he gave 
her his hand and raised her up. Then 
calling the saints and widows, he 
presented her alive.  





42 And it became known 
throughout all Joppa, and 
many believed in the 
Lord.  











 


















