
   
 
 



“Only fear the Lord, and 
serve him in truth with all 
your heart, for consider how 
great things he hath done for 
you.”  1 Samuel 12:24 



Highland Avenue  

church of christ 

The Graymere church of Christ 
began as a dream of the 
Highland church of Christ. 



1956 Walden Tarpley preached first sermon. 

Same afternoon J.P. Sanders preached. 

Eric W. Guthrie first located preacher in 1956 

Alfred Palmer came in 1957 

Fred Mosley came in 1958 

Jerry Hill came in 1961 

 Ellis Coats came in 1965 

John Vaughan came in 1967 

Kirk Brothers came in 2004 

Andrew Phillips came in 2012 

 

 



1958 

Eric Guthrie  first 
Graymere preacher. 

Alfred Palmer 

















Jerry Hill  1961 - 1965 Ellis Coats 1966 

Kirk Brothers 1967 -2003 



1968 

 



1968 



“I am not going 
to break-in 
anymore 
preachers. 

Jim Carrigan 
long time 
song leader 

1968 



1968 

 
 
 
 
 
 

George Brazelton                      June Anderson 

                                                               Glen Kinnard  









We met in this new addition 
for worship while the 
auditorium was being 
enlarged.    

 In 1985 the seating capacity of the auditorium was 
increased from 600 to approximately 1200.  



Ground Breaking With Tom Holland 
Graymere Hall   



Graymere Hall 
Preacher’s Retreat, Columbia School of Biblical Study,  

Future Preachers Camp, Fellowship and many other activities. 

Tom Holland  William Woodson 

Allen Elias 



Wendell Robinson 
came to Graymere in 
1983. He was the first 
Minister of Education 
in Columbia.   
   
Graymere was the 
first congregation in 
Columbia to have a 
full time Youth 
minister.  David Craig 
served in this 
capacity for several 
years. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Carmack Skelton 
was the first Senior 
Adults minister in 
Columbia. 

 
 
 
 
 

Youth Ministers: 
David Robinson 
David Carroll 
Paul Roberts  
Jeff Ingram 

Stan Butt 
Youth 

 
& Song leader 



 
 

Marie Hunter -  Helen Hickman 



The years have rolled by 





Some of the Gospel Preachers who  

held meetings at Graymere 

   B .B. Baxter               Ira North              Jim Bill McInteer     Guy N. Woods      B.C. Goodpasture     

G.K. Wallace                  Mack Craig          George Bailey       Willard Collins          J. Roy Vaughan 



 

Charles Thigpen Evangelist to India 



Medical mission in Panama     “You sure he is a real dentist?” 



India -  Sierra Leone, West Africa – Panama – Peru  
Brevard North, Carolina – Appleton, Alabama – Hanover, Pennsylvania, 
Columbus, GA 

 
 

Graymere has always been a mission minded congregation. 



I wonder how many chickens have been eaten in this room? 



Bibles for 
Children 

VBS 

Deaf Ministry 



For the first several years the TV broadcast was from 
Jackson, TN.  Later Pettus Read set up a TV studio at 
Graymere.  Stan Butt was the speaker on “Word For The 
Way”, a one minute daily radio program.  The program 
originated with Curtis Dowdy of Highland Ave church of 
Christ. 



Benevolence has always been an 
emphasis at Graymere. 

Meals on Wheels,  Food Pantry,   
Hospitality House,  Give Away Day, to name a few. 





Tuesday-Thursday School Staff 





“Only fear the Lord, and serve him in truth 
with all your heart, for consider how great 
things he hath done for you.” 1 Sam. 12:24 

 
 

Truly the Lord has done  

great things for Graymere  

church of Christ. 



The story of Israel is a sad history.  They did not 
follow Samuel’s advice and were taken into 
captivity. 

“Let us fear therefore lest haply a promise 
being left of entering into his rest, any one 
of you should seem to have come short of 
it. …Let us therefore give diligence to enter 
into that rest that no man fall after the 
same example of disobedience. “                
      Heb. 4:1,11 



The best and brightest 
days are ahead for 
Graymere if she heeds 
Samuel’s advice. 



Godly Men to Sherperd 



Graymere has outstanding ministers. 



 

“Only fear the LORD, and serve 
Him in truth with all your heart; 
for consider what great things 
He has done for you.” 
 
                            1 Samuel 12:24  
 
 



The Best Is Yet To Come 




